With the emergence of swine flu, there is renewed interest in understanding how our immune system protects us. Immunobiology is a rapidly growing field of study, but the varied players and concepts can be overwhelming to someone with little or no familiarity with the subject. *Immunobiology: A Short Course* by Richard Coico and Geoffrey Sunshine provides an excellent and fairly up-to-date overview of the immune system, introducing major concepts without saturating the reader with information. While the textbook is clearly geared toward the needs of medical and pre-medical students, anyone with an interest in learning about or reviewing immunological concepts could benefit from reading it.

The first half of the book primarily focuses on the major components of the adaptive immune system: B cells and T cells. Simple schematics illustrate the development of these cells and their actions in an immune response. In addition, this new edition includes information on Toll-like receptors (TLRs), regulatory T cells (Tregs), and the role of activation-induced deaminase in somatic hypermutation and class-switch recombination. The discovery of TLRs has given rise to the study of the innate immune system, while Tregs are now a much-studied component of self-regulation, one of the unique features of the adaptive immune response. While the increase of information on the innate immune system is a welcome improvement compared to earlier editions, the authors do miss an opportunity to use TLRs as a jumping off point for further comparison of the innate and adaptive immune systems.

The second half of the book is more clinically oriented with chapters on autoimmunity, hypersensitivity, cancer, transplantation, and vaccination. Since much of our understanding of the immune system derives from studying it during infection or extreme cases of over- or under-activity, these chapters provide an important link between the basic science presented earlier in the book and the clinical cases medical students encounter on a daily basis. Every chapter concludes with a summary of important points, references for further reading (both original articles as well as reviews), and review questions. This format is a useful tool for guiding the studies of students, and it also connects curious readers with extensive immunology literature. Although the layout of individual chapters is consistent and helpful, the grouping of topics in the book is sometimes confusing. For example, while it is nice that the authors do not shy away from describing experimental techniques that have been used to study the immune system, this information would be better placed at the end of the book rather than between two chapters on the maturation of the humoral response. These organizational quirks, however, do not significantly impair the reading experience.

Coico and Sunshine succeed in providing new information from the field while maintaining a focus on the best-studied and most clinically relevant aspects of the immune response. *Immunobiology: A Short Course* serves as an excellent introduction to immunobiology by not only providing sufficient and necessary information for medical students but also by whetting the appetite of those readers who want to learn more.
